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9. Anvil Point Lighthouse was built in 1881 after a
number of shipwrecks. It is closed to the public.

TRAIL MAP

10. The tall metal post is one of two. They mark
a measured mile and are still used by some boats
to work out time and distance.

About The Clifftop Trail
A beautiful 1 mile walk through woodland,
scrub and clifftop.

11. There is gorse and scrub all around the trail.
Country folklore says ‘When Gorse is in flower,
kissing’s in season’, as Gorse flowers all year
round!

Surfaced paths which are rough in places, with
some hills and one steep hill, with no gates or
stiles.
The Clifftop Trail follows the ‘Round the
Head’ path made by Victorian businessman
and builder George Burt.

12. In the light woodlands, you will see Ash,
Sycamore, Hawthorn, Laurel and Bay trees. Some
of these trees were planted in Victorian times,
but only a few are still alive.
13. On your way back to the castle, Holm Oak
trees grow. This evergreen oak came from the
Mediterranean, but is now at home on the South
Coast.

On the trail, follow the white
arrows on the waymarks.
On the map, look out
for the numbered and
colour-coded things
of interest.

Tel: 01929 424443
Email: info@durlston.co.uk
Website: www.durlston.co.uk

The walk takes
about 1 hour
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Start at Durlston Castle

1. Look for the
Purbeck Limestone
and clay layers in
the cliffs of
Durlston Bay.

Follow the white arrows on
the waymarks along the trail.
8. 1,000 tons of stone a year came
from Tilly Whim Caves. The stone
was taken by boat all over the
world.
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2. There are many
fossils here that tell us
a lot about the history
of life on earth. But the
cliffs are dangerous so
it is not a safe place to
look for fossils.
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7. Look back to the
East to see the main
Guillemot colony.
There is a cave half-way
down the cliff, which
during the spring
and early summer
is the second largest
colony on the
South Coast.
6. The Portland Stone cliffs are a
safe place for Guillemots, Shags,
Razorbills and Fulmars to live. It
is a good place for them to takeoff and land away from predators.
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5. The Great Globe was
carved in George Burt’s stoneyard from Portland Limestone
in 1887. It weighs over 40 tons
and is so heavy, it had to be
moved to Durlston by boat.
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3. 20,000 years ago, the
chalk ridge ending at Old
Harry Rocks went all the
way to the Isle of Wight.
4. Not many plants grow
here because of the strong
winds, thin soil and the salty
spray from the sea.
Blackthorn bushes have
been shaped by the wind.
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