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This information tells you about 

Killerton. 

 

 

Created by  

Visitors typically spend  

2 hours at Killerton. 
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An estate is a large area 

of land owned by one 

family. 

 

 

The Acland family owned 

over 14,800 acres of land 

including the Holnicote 

estate and a house in 

Cornwall. 

 

 

 

The Killerton Estate was 

the home of the Acland 

family. 
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In 1775, Sir Thomas  

employed architect 

James Wyatt to build a 

grand house. 

 

However, the relationship 

with Sir Thomas and 

James Wyatt turned bad 

and the house was never 

completed.  

 

 

It was Sir Thomas Dyke 

Acland 10th Baronet 

who made Killerton the 

family home.  
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The grand house was 

never finished. People 

are not sure why but 

think Sir Thomas may 

have run out of money. 

 

In 2017, staff and  

volunteers from Killerton 

found remains of the 

grand house up on the 

hill. 

 

The house that you see 

today was a temporary 

house built by a new  

architect called John 

Johnson. It was finished 

in 1779. 
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Killerton holds the 

National Trust's biggest 

dress collection with 

over 20,000 items.  

 

It was donated to the  

National Trust by  

Paulise de Bush.  

 

John Johnson also built 

the Stable Block.  

 

Sir Thomas kept his  

horses in here. 

 

 

Today, you can see  

temporary displays and 

the fashion exhibition 

inside the house.   
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The garden is filled with 

an important plant  

collection from all over 

the world. Some of the 

first Redwood trees in  

England were planted 

at Killerton. 

 

 

Sir Thomas also asked 

John Veitch to build this 

summerhouse in 1808. 

In the 1700s, Sir Thomas 

asked a famous  

gardener called John 

Veitch to create the 

garden.  

 

Today it is looked after 

by staff and volunteers. 
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In the 1860s it was  

renamed ‘the bears 

hut’, because one of 

the Acland’s kept a real  

Canadian black bear  

inside called Tom! 

 

In 1808, John Veitch also 

built the Ice House. The 

ice was brought here 

from the local River 

Culm where it was kept 

cool. 

 

 

The hut was a present 

for his wife Lady Lydia. 
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Sir Thomas asked  

another architect to 

build a chapel on the 

estate. It was built in 

1841.  

Sir Thomas built the new 

chapel because the  

original one at  

Columbjohn was too far 

away to get to in wet 

weather. 

 

 

The ice was used in the 

kitchen for making 

ice-creams for family 

and friends. 
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Today, Killerton estate is 

6,400 acres. It is bigger 

than the city of Exeter. 

 

 

There is an old post  

office on the estate 

called ‘Budlake Post  

Office’. It used to serve 

the local community. 

Killerton has amazing 

views across the  

countryside. This  

memorial was a present 

for Sir Thomas from 40 of 

his friends. All their 

names are written on 

the cross. 
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Marker’s cottage in 

Broadclyst is also part of 

the estate and is a really 

really old house. 

 

Clyston Mill in Broadclyst 

is also part of the estate. 

Flour is made here and 

used in the scones and 

cakes at Killerton! 

Thank you for visiting today. 
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For more information about Heritage Ability, 

visit www.heritageability.org 

 

Images supplied by National Trust. 

This Easy Read guide has been reviewed by  

users for users in association with Devon Link-Up. 

 

 

 

 

 

@HeritageAbility 

#HeritageAbility 


